





appear to be offers of BU coins from 
the United States government. 


Leon D. Curtis, LM 4666 
























Collector Finds “Kinsman” 
in Rare Magazine 
In order to prevent its being lost to 
numismatic history, I wish to share 
an excerpt from a letter I recently 
discovered in a nearly two-centuries- 
old British publication, The Gentle- 
man’s Magazine (March 1795). Top- 
ics covered in the monthly periodical 
were of general interest, so any men- 
tion of numismatically related mate- 
rial was highly unusual. 
Unfortunately, the letter’s author 
identified himself only as “Obadiah,” 
thus preventing our ever knowing 
his full name. However, he shared 
some new ideas for the improve- 
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ment of then-current designs on 
British coinage. 

He begins by commenting on the 
copper halfpenny tokens then cir- 
culating widely in England, Scot- 
land and Ireland (he does not men- 
tion the fact that at the time it was a 
great fad to collect these tokens— 
the first widespread incidence of 
“coin collecting” among the general 
populace that I am aware of). While 
not approving of the use of the to- 
kens, Obadiah concedes that the 
coppers are superior in workmanship 
to government coins. 

As to the future of copper tokens, 
Obadiah was forthcoming with 
his opinion: 


Whenever the din of War (with 


longs, encourage a Matthew Boul- 
ton, and totally suppress the Birm- 
ingham counterfeits and the trades- 
men’s tokens altogether. 


Turning then to the possible new 
designs for British coinage, Oba- 
diah states: 


* The guinea might present a figure 
of Liberty, as the most precious of 
our possessions, and worthy of the 
analogy of gold; the legend might 
be THE GUARDIAN OF BRITAIN. 
On the half-guinea suppose an 
image of Fortitude, THE GUARD- 
IAN OF LIBERTY. The crown-piece 
might bear Liberty, Agriculture, 
and Commerce, UNITED TO 
BLESS. The half-crown, the king, a 
peer, and a commoner, emblematic 
of our happy constitution, with the 





vessel, WEALTH AND POWER; the 
six-pence with an oak in a storm, 
STRONGER FROM THE TEMPEST. 
The half-penny may remain as it is 
with regard to the impression, only 
doubling the size of the coin; the 
Britannia should hold a trident in 
her right hand, and let the other re- 
cline upon the helm of a ship, in- 
stead of holding both aloft with im- 
pertinent articles in each; a posture 
very Gothic and unknown to the 
ancients ... The farthing, of the 
size of our present half-penny, 
might present an husbandman 
sowing, with this legend, BY IN- 
DUSTRY SMALL THINGS GROW 
GREAT. This would answer for the 
general dies; and historical subjects, 
as they occur, should be added. 


France) is over, which I sincerely 


pray may be soon, let those who are 
in authority, and to whom it be- 


legend UNITED TO PROTECT. 
The shilling might be charged with 
a ship of war convoying a merchant 


As far as I know, Obadiah’s rec- 
ommendations constitute the first 
instance in history of a private citi- 
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As one of the foremost wholesale dealers in the country, our demand for new material is 
constantly growing. We are prepared to pay the highest prices for your collection, and are 
willing to prove it. If you ship us your collection for our offer, we guarantee to beat any 
other quote you have obtained. We will make an offer to purchase your entire collection. 
We will not cherry-pick the best and leave you with the rest. We will make arrangements 
for immediate payment by company check, cashier's check, or bank wire. We are so 
confident you will be delighted with our offer, we will make this unprecedented deal: If 
you do not accept our generous purchase offer, we will immediately return your coins to 
you accompanied by a FREE Morgan Silver Dollar. The FREE Morgan Silver Dollar will 
be in Uncirculated condition, with the grade commensurate with the value of your coins. 
The more you offer us, the more we will reward you! 
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zen recommending in print a variety 


of coinage designs to the govern- 
ment. My own reaction is that Oba- 
diah is somewhat a numismatic kins- 
man of mine. As one who has 
recommended that the United States 
adopt a Statue of Liberty design for 
its next circulating dollar coin 
(“Member Proposes Design for Ob- 
verse of Dollar Coin,” October 
1993, p. 1336), I can identify with 
the spirit that moved him to write 
his letter so many years ago. 


Curt Wood, ANA 150617 


Thumbs Up to ANA 
Presidential Award Recipient 


I was pleased to see Larry Gentile 
Sr. listed among the Presidential 
Award recipients in the November 
installment of “ANA Chronicle” 





(“Honorees Contribute to the 
Hobby in Many Ways,” p. 1523). A 
few years ago, my daughter became 
a junior member of the Association, 
and we have ventured to many coin 
shows and exhibits. The first educa- 
tional forum we attended (in Balti- 
more) was hosted by Mr. Gentile, 
and I have to say, the Presidential 
Award is most befitting this fine, tal- 
ented individual. 

On behalf of all the young mem- 
bers, and parents, who have bene- 
fited from Mr. Gentile’s wealth of 
information, kindness and genuine 
concern for young numismatist pro- 
grams, we gratefully stop, tip our 
hats, and say, as always, “Thank you, 
Larry. You are truly appreciated!” 


Frank Wagner and 
Danielle Wagner, J 162054 
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JOIN THE ANA’s 
ROMAN COIN 
PROJECT 


FREE TO JUNIOR MEMBERS 


To sign up and begin to earn 
ancient coins, write to: 










ROMAN COIN PROJECT 
ANA Education Dept. 
818 N. Cascade Ave. 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80903-3279 
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NATIONAL BANK NOTES 
BOUGHT & SOLD 


I pay top prices for Nationals from most 
states. I also maintain an extensive in- 
ventory. Call me. Whether buying or 
selling, you'll be glad you did. 


WANTED: U.S. GOLD COINS 
TOP PRICES PAID 
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Frankfurter Miinzhar 
Si veiiom biel <olnlitell 
D - 60: 
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Fax (49-¢ 


2 V/2 Liberty .............0000 
MLS) INGIBN svsssscsacserecsesas 







Price lists are usually not available. 
Please contact me to inquire about 


DOMSADERGY, axcareeseessscoses 
20 Saint Gaudens...... Quote Quote 600 1000 






specific notes, or send me a copy of 
your want list for my confidential files. 


_ These are just a few examples of our high buy 
_prices. We're buying all U.S. gold, VF-Proof. We 
© also need better dates and types. Please call or 
‘ stop by our table at any major show with your 
_coins, questions, or just to say "Hello." If you're 
* shipping your coins, please enclose an invoice. 
Ship any quantity. Overgraded coins returned at 
sender's expense. Prices subject to change. 


~ MIKE BIANCO GARY TANCER 
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P.O. Box 662092 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 
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